
   

 

Fall/Winter 

 

 

Attention All Golfers!! Walking Shield is gearing-up for the 8th Annual    

Charity Golf Tournament to benefit our American Indian college.  Funds 

raised will help offset the rising cost of college tuition and college related ex-

penses. The dream of attaining a college degree becomes possible through 

your participation.   **Join us for a great day!**                                                      
Please visit our tournament site at walkingshield.org 

Walking Shield’s 8th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 8th Annual Charity Golf Tournament  

Monday, October 22, 2018 

Barona Creek Golf Club, Lakeside CA 

10:00am Shotgun Start 

 

  

 

There are many ways to get involved: 

 Sponsorship opportunities 
 Donate merchandise for our silent auction and                             

opportunity drawing 
 Join us for lunch 
 Make a tax deductible donation directly to  
          Walking Shield, Inc. 
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Walking Shield is excited to announce that we received a grant from          
Los Angeles Scholarship Investment Fund (LASIF) to fund 56 scholarships to 
Los Angeles County students for the 2018/2019 academic school year.             
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians also awarded us with a generous grant 
for our ‘Emergency Fund’ to help American Indian college students com-
plete their college journey by assisting them with college related expenses.  
With the  generous support of our donors, 17 of our students were able to 
achieve their dream of earning a college degree this past year.   
 

Thank you San Manuel Band of Mission Indians and LASIF!   

Education Program 

Congratulations to High School Graduates (left to right) Jesse Johnson, Salutatorian from 

San Pasqual Band of Missions Indians; Nawishmal Turner from Rincon Band of Luiseno 

Indians; Asa Cook, Valedictorian from La Posta Band of Mission Indians and Thunder  

Lopez from Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians.  All were honored at the Southern Cal-

ifornia Tribal Chairmen’s Association graduation celebration and are recipients of Walking 

Shield  Scholarships.  May you realize your academic goals as you continue on your edu-

cational journey.   

 



   

 

walkingshield.org              3    

 

 
Walking Shield has helped me with money for school as well as gas cards, living expenses, 

books and parking permits.  With their assistance I was able to grad-
uate from Cal Poly Pomona in two years.  Without Walking Shield, 
I would have had to get a part-time job which would have made it 
very difficult for me to graduate on time. Last summer, I interned at 
Northrop Grumman as a pricing and estimating analyst on Advanced 
Extremely High Frequency satellites. I graduated this past May and 
next week I will start my permanent position as a Cost Management 
Analyst at Northrop Grumman.  Everyone at Walking Shield has 
been so kind to me and I greatly appreciate their help.   
 

Danielle Morris (Assiniboine Sioux ) 

I would like to take this time to thank Walking Shield  for being a resource for Native  students in Califor-

nia. The past two years I attended Cal Poly Pomona as a Native women pursuing my education. While at 

Cal Poly Pomona, Lynda Estella Gonzales the Education Support Program Manager at Walking Shield has 

helped me with buying my books for school, obtaining a parking permit so that I can park on campus, and 

purchasing a laptop for me to use towards my education goals. With all the support I have received, I was 

able to graduate with my Bachelors.  I graduated from Cal Poly Pomona this past June with my Bachelors 

of Science in Business Administration with an emphasis in Management and Human Resources. During my 

last quarter at Cal Poly Pomona, I applied for the graduate program pursuing 

my Masters in Business Administration. I am  currently a grad student now 

in the program. I would like to thank your organization for helping me reach 

my education goals. Your organization has helped me tremendously with 

books, parking permits, and scholarship funds to help me out. I appreciate 

everything Walking Shield has done, and especially Lynda Estella Gonzales 

for always being there for me. As a Native woman, I am helping all Native 

women by being a role model so that more Native students can continue their 

education. If your  organization needs anything, I am here to volunteer and help. 

Thank you, 

Erica L. Ben  (Navajo) – Grad Student Cal Poly Pomona - MBA 

 

  

A Note of thanks….. 



   

 

    HUMANITARIAN AID   

UPDATE 
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Walking Shield is pleased to introduce a new member of our team:  Elizabeth 
Williams has joined us as our new  student intern.  Elizabeth is working on her 
Master’s of Social Work at Humboldt State University, where she is in her final 
year of the program.  The daughter of first-generation Lebanese and Greek  
immigrants, Elizabeth grew up on the East Coast outside of Washington D.C.  in 
Northern Virginia.  She has lived her life playing music as a freelance guitar 
player, while managing lounges and concert halls.  She lives with her dog right 
across the street from Dog Beach in Long Beach, CA. 
 
“I chose to obtain my MSW at Humboldt State University specifically, because 
of its focus on tribal communities.  I believe that you must recognize multiplici-
ty at every level, for there is always  interaction.  All life is a circle and every-
thing has its place in this circle.  We are all  connected and in this together.  
Our purpose as social workers is not singular, it is for the greater good of the 
community.  I chose to intern with Walking Shield because I believe in their 
mission of improving the lives of American Indian families.  I look forward to 
working with everyone as we move forward in this greater cause.” 
 
Please join us by giving Elizabeth a very warm welcome to Walking Shield! 

Holiday Gift Program 
There were smiles all around as children from 48 tribes and organizations par-
ticipated in Walking Shield’s annual Holiday Gift Program.  Over 26,000 toys, 
dolls, stuffed animals, games, art supplies, sports equipment, books and cloth-
ing items were shipped across the continent.  For many, these would be the 
only gift they would receive.  Many thanks to our benefactors for their loyal 
generosity; a special shout-out to the volunteers who pulled and palletized the 
precious cargo.  We couldn’t have done it without you!    

Backpack and School Supplies Drive 
Backpacks and school supplies are always in high demand.  Walking Shield is   
inundated with requests from the many tribes  that we assist.  While we gladly 
accept school supplies year round; our target months are July and December 
when students are headed back to school.  We extend a sincere “thank you” to 
all who have supported our efforts to get the much needed supplies into the 
hands of our students.  Please contact Walking Shield if you would like to     
donate supplies. 
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Operation Walking Shield  

Tribal Healthcare/ 
Engineering needs 
assessment 
 
      Jan—May 

Tribes submit IRT 
request to the DoD 
 
 
      September    

DoD reviews docu-
ments and submits 
requests package to 
the Military Branches 
 
       November 

Military Branches   
review & submit IRT 
packages to DoD 
 
          December 

DoD prepares IRT 
request for funding 
 
 
          February  

DoD Budget to 
Congress for 
funding  
 
       April 
 

Congressional     
Sub-committee 
budget approval 
 
     Jun-Aug  

Congress approves 
DoD budget 
 
 
         Fall 

DoD receives IRT 
funds.  Start of back-
ground credentialing 
process (healthcare 
only) 
         Oct-Jan 

 

Military 
On-site deploy-
ment 
 
       Apr-Sep 

In 1994, Walking Shield, Inc. created Operation Walking Shield as a joint civil-military cooperative program.  
This program is designed to offer opportunities for military personnel to utilize their skills and talents to improve 
the quality of life for Native Americans living on our nation’s Indian reservations while at the same time enhanc-
ing their deployment readiness. Through this collaboration, Walking Shield is able to facilitate requests for   
Medical/Dental Support and Infrastructure Support from the Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) program.  
To  request services, a tribe must complete an assessment of their needs and submit a “Request for IRT Civil-
Military Partnership” by September 30th.  The entire approval process takes 16-18 months, the timeline below         
illustrates the many steps required to ultimately schedule the requested services. 
 
    (DoD = Department of Defense / IRT = Innovative Readiness Training / OWS = Operation Walking Shield) 

→ → → → 

→ → → → → 

→ 

 
 

Pre-site visit by  
Military Branches 
 
 
     Jan-March 
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OneSight Update 
OneSight and Walking Shield were 
back on the trail in 2018 with two 
successful eyeglass clinics: 
 Hoopa, California in April 
 Blackfeet, Montana in May 
 Upcoming: 
 Red Cliff, Wisconsin in October 
 Colorado River Indian Tribes, 

Arizona in November 

 
“A sixth grade boy was nearly legally blind when the OneSight program visited his school several years ago.  After go-
ing through various steps of the complete vision exam provided by OneSight, he received his new glasses.  While look-
ing at the white board in his classroom he pushed the new glasses above his nose and said “blind.”  Then pushed them 
back on and said, “clear.”  He repeated the motion several times, “blind, clear. Blind, clear, Blind, clear.”  The boy 
looked out the window of his classroom in awe and the optometrist asked him to walk outside with him to get a better 
look.  “Wow!  I never realized how beautiful the world is.” the boy said.    
Walking Shield, the Klamath-Trinity Unified School District and K’ima:w Medical Center have collaborated to provide 
the logistical support to bring the clinic to Hoopa every three years for the past nine years..   Excerpt from the Two Rivers 
Tribune, Hoopa, California on 4/10/18.  

 

 Hoopa Valley Indian Tribe         

      Hoopa, California 

 

     1,278 exams total  

        971 students  

        307 adults 

  

        725 needed glasses 

 

 

     

       Blackfeet Tribe 

    Browning, Montana 
  

     1,525 exams total  

     1,134 students  

        371 adults 

  

     1,163 needed glasses 
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Thank you to our sponsors... 
Andrew George 
Andrew W. Martinez 
Boeing Employee Individual                                                                       
 Giving Program 
Bryan Bero 
California Community Foundation 
Carroll Smith 
Carter’s Clothing of Antioch 
Carter’s Clothing of Tracy  
Charles & Candis Lawrence 
Christopher M. Jackson 
Combined Federal Campaign of                         
 Greater So Cal 
Combined Federal Campaign of  
 Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties 
Common Ground Interfaith       
 Spiritual Center 
Crazy 8 of Mission Viejo 
David Culity 
Dorothy Corriveau 
Dr. Dianna Carberry 
Dr. Gary Cromwell  
Dr. Javier Davila 
Drew Sones 
ECHO of Northrop Grunman 
Eddie Aranda 
Francine E. Paez 
Francois Leclerc 
Gymboree of Mission Viejo 
Hasbro 
Henry E Niles Foundation, Inc. 
 
 
 
 

Huntington Landmark Toymakers  
 Club 
Jacqueline M. Toppin  
James G. Emmerling 
James P. Reich 
Janie & Jack of Mission Viejo 
Jason Hussong 
Jon Cohn 
Joy & Luke Franck 
Karen & Gary Bednorz – In memory    
 Of Scott Collins, Jerry, Garret & 
 Nelson Bednorz 
KIDS/Fashion Delivers 
Kimberly Ann & Luis Cruz 
Lawrence Matranga 
Lianne Oakes 
Linda Collins – In memory of  Scott  
 Collins 
Lisa Barrera 
Luis Cruz 
Malinda Pennoyer Chouinard 
Mary Canales 
Maureen Rosales 
Melinda Marie Pina-Escamilla 
Mette Djokovich 
Miguel & Lupe Olmedo 
Native American Toys for Tots        
 Program 
Nell Madigan 
Patagonia 
Pershing Yeahquo 
 

Our New Address: 
Walking Shield 
3100 Airway Avenue, Suite 118 
Costa Mesa, CA  92626 

Paul Aliman 
Phil & Joan Stevens                                                                                                  
Robert Garcia 
Roger & Sheryl Duke 
Rose Drake 
Ruiz Communications 
San Manuel Band of  Mission  
 Indians 
Sharon & Ernest Chavez 
Sherwood Valley Rancheria 
Shirley Miller 
Sons of the American Legion,  
 Post 291 
Southern California Edison 
Stuart P. Matz 
Susan J. Fitzsimons 
Tamara Powlas 
The Baltoro Trust—In memory of  
 Scott Collins 
Todd Eldredge 
Tom Bogden 
Union Bank Foundation 
Veronica Ramirez 
Victor Jarels 
Vogel Family Trust 
Weingart Foundation 
Westminster Yarn Spinner 
Yvonne Giannetakis & Family 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are interested in the many ways you can contribute to  
Walking Shield, please contact us at  

Phone: 657.900.2197 Fax: 657.900.2196  

info@walkingshield.org        www.walkingshield.org  

http://www.walkingshield.org


   

 

Walking Shield,  Inc.  
 

Walking Shield, Inc. 
3100 Airway Avenue, Suite 118 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Return Service Requested 

Thank  you for your CFC pledge to            
Walking Shield, Inc  

CFC # 82455  

Your Involvement  Makes  Our Miss ion Poss ible 

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we depend on support from people like you. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated and are tax  deductible. Visit our “Get Involved” page on walkingshield.org or     
contact us at (949) 639-0472 to learn more about volunteering and giving opportunities including our 
Planned Giving Program.  You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Non-Profit  

U.S. Postage Paid 

Lake Forest, CA 

Permit No. 102 

 

              

             Follow us on: 
 

 
 
 

facebook.com/WalkingShield 
twitter.com/walking_shield 

instagram.com/walking_shield 

Phone: (657) 900-2197  Fax: (657) 900-2196  info@walkingshield.org     walkingshield.org  

 

 

http://www.walkingshield.org

